THE GIRONDE ATTACKS

" *I denounce you all/ cried the pale orator;

'Jesus, they are intrigants.
Who burn incense unto Thee,
Due unto me alone!5 "

Robespierre must be given credit for urging his fol-
lowers to abstain from any counter-demonstration and
to exercise self-control. He claimed that Brissot and
Roland deliberately wished to provoke bloodshed, so
as to gain the support of the Plain for their proposal to
move the Convention to Bourges. While Roland was
extremely tactless, he was hardly the man to harbour so
sinister a design.

With drunken soldiers swaggering through the
streets, clamouring for his head, Robespierre's friends
began to fear for his life. Unknown to him, they took
measures to protect him. A printer by the name of
Nicolas, and a locksmith, Didier, followed him wher-
ever he went. Madame Lebas tells us that when Robes-
pierre discovered that he was being guarded he de-
manded that the guard be withdrawn, but his friends
would not heed him. There is the well-authenticated
story of a self-appointed anonymous guard, a huge
fellow from the Halles, who after working all night
would station himself, armed with a cudgel, every
morning close to the Duplay house and accompany
Robespierre at a little distance to the Salle du Manege,
Evening would find him again at the door of the
building, and he would not depart until he knew his
idol to be safely at home.

VI

The Girondins were called by their contemporaries
Brissotins or Rolandists, for Madame Roland shared
with Brissot the honour of being their leader. Her in-
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